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T: Tell me your name, please. 


A: My name is Suye Tamaka. 


Q: Where were you born? 


A: I was born in Wakayama Prefecture. 


Q: When were you born? 


A: In 30th year of Meiji. {1897) 


Q: How old are you now? 


: IT will be 79 years old in April. 


i 
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Q: What was the occupation of your father? 


A: He was a farmer. 


Q: What kind of a person was your father? 


A:.I was born after my 4 brothers, so he he loved me. very muth. 


Q: Were you the youngest child in the family? 


A: Yes, I was. 


Q: What kind of a person was your mother? 


A: She was a very nice person. 


Q: How’much schooling did you have in Japan? 


A: I just attended a primary school. 


ne 
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Do you have recollections of your childhood? 
I didn't have much fun, but we used to go swimming as we lived near 


a beach. 
Did you swim and looked for shell fish? 
We did not dive for shell fish, but we played on the hillsade\.as we 


lived in the country. 


Did you have any sad or annoying experience at home in your childhood? 


As my parents died when I was young, I had sad and difficult experience 


How old were you when they died? 


When I was 15 my mother died at the age of 59. I was very sad because 


Did you like school’ 


: I cannot say I liked it, but I was sent to school as I was the youngest 


in the family. Some girls had to stay home and baby-sit. 


Do you remember about your teachers? 


Yes, I remember such teachers as Mr. Mumano, Urabe and Takashiba. 


Were they good teachers? 


Yes, tRY were good teachers. Mr. Takashiba was the principal, and 


t 
e@ e f J 
his daughter was livng near here. 


Q: What kind of thing do you remember about your childhood in Japan? 
Do you have any happy or sad memories? 


A: I don't temember such thing. 


Q: Who was it that taught you all kinds of things? 
As IT had a cousin who was like my sister. She took care of me and 
as 


A 
no sisters, and my parents died when I was young. 


taught me things like an older sister , I had just brothers and 


Q: Did she live close by? 
A: Yes, she lived in the same village. She was my cousin, but she 


was like my sister. 
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you graduated from school’? 


b> 


: I learned sewing from the wife of a Buddhist monk. When I was 

coming to America she said my mother would not let me go to America 
if she was alive. As she was a Buddhist monk's wife she advised 
me to receive a Buddhist name before I left for America. Every 
morning I took a bath, and then listened to a sermon by a famous 
monk who was invited from Kyoto. TI sewed my Buddhist name on my 


coat and attended the ceremony. 


About how many days did that ceremony continue? 


os 


A: A week. 


Q: How long was the cermon? Was it about an hour? 


Az: Y think so. 


: Were you the only one who was in the ceremony? 


: Twelve to thirteen people get together for the Goju..The reason 


while | 
T was not baptized =--.. my sons were associated with the church 


was because I received my Buddhist name. 


How did it come about that you married Mr. Tanaka? 


We were not blood related, but our families knew each other. 


Was your husband in: America then? 


: Yes, he was- in America for 10 years when he married me. It was 


a picture marriage. 


Did he send you his picture? 


: Yes, he did, and I sent mine to him. As we were related, there was 


no trouble. He was a serious man who did not drink nor smoke. He 


was said to be a man who should become a Christian. He took good 


care of me. 


Have you met him before? 


No, I had not megt him before. 


: How did you feel when you saw his photograph? Did you think he was 


«= handsome? 


: I was half in doubt. I was only 19, and was told by my brothers 


that I was fortunate to marry him, so I did not have any particular 


thoughts of my own. Hw was a quiet good man. 
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Did you come to America from Japan all alone? 


Yes, I did. 


When was that? 

T think a anpiwed in America on July 4th, and was married at av 
Buddhist Church on July 7. I remember gettin a ring bafore a priest, 
put I don't remember the date I arrived here. It took about 3 weeks 


to get here. 


What year was that? 


It was when I was 19 years old. 


Did you have your wedding after you came here? 
Yes. I had a Japanese style wedding ceremony :in:Japan, and after I 


came here we had a short wedding ceremony at a Buddhist Church. 


Were there many picture brides like yourself on board the ship? 
Yes, it was almost the end of the petune marriage so there were 
many picture brides on board the ship. Unlike myself.who had a 
normal marriage, there were some unhappy-~ brides as. their:-bhusbands: « 


were different from what they saw in their photographs. 


Did you make friends with such péple on board the ship? 


: We were friends just while we were on board the ship. Mrs. Ikeda 


was on the same ship with me. She was around 26 or 27 years old 
as she waited in Japan for a few years. I was only 19, so I looked 


up toher as an elder sister. 
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What was the age difference between you and your husband? 


: He was 10 years older than I. 


Where did you arrive first? 


: We arrived at Seattle. I was .going . to take a ship to-San. Fran- 


cisco or San Pedro, but as the physical examination was very strict 
there, I came to Seattle where I heard»that the physical examination | 


was not too strict. 


Was your husband at the port to meet you? 


: Yes, he was. 


How did you/feel when you saw him for the first time? Were you happy? 


—T was dubious rather than heing happy. IT did not feel anything. 


He was kind to me. 


When you saw him at the:port did you recognize him right away? 


: No, I didn't. Everybody was comparing the photograph with men who 


came to the post. There was a woman who came from the same village. 
She knew my husband since he was little, so I asked ‘aim if the man 
I thought was my husband was really my husband. She said, "I think 
so, because he is talking with my husband." The man was looking at 
me as he eyouene I was his wife. When we came to the Immigration 
Office I found out that he was not my husband. On the ship from 
Seattle to San Pedro this man tapped my back and said, “I made a_ 
mistake." I thought he was my husband, so I laughed. There was 
such a nanny ee eoeS: A woman was angry at her sister for finding 


a man who was not good looking.as her husband. There were many such 


cases. 


Qs 
A: 


Q: 


Who was angry, the woman? 
The woman was angry at her sister.as he was not like in the photo- 


graph, There were many such cases. I did not have such. trouble. 


Did you find your husband not long after you mistook a man as your 


husband? 


A: 


Q: 


A: 


Q: 
A: 


Q: 
A: 


Qs: 
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I found out at the Immigration Office that my husband was not: the 


man I thought was my husband. 


Did you meet your husband at the Immigration Office? 


Yes, we did. 


How did you feel when you met him? 


T did not have any feeling. 


Did you think he was good looking? 
No, I did not feel anything. 


Did you think that was the man you have to live with for the rest of 


your life? 


“TI realized he was going to be my mate for the rest of my life, but 


I did not feel like or dislike. 


Q: What did you say when you met him? 


A: 


I said "Cokuro-sama deshita" (Thank you for meeting me.} I think 
I said that because he had to come all the way to meet me in Seattle 


O 
as I landed in Seattle because of the lenienty physical examination. 
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What did he say then? 


He didn't say anything. 


Didn't he even smile? 


;: He does not usually smile, so he didn't smile then. 


Didn't you think he was angry? 


: I didn't ghve a thought about that.as we were not strangers even 


though we were not blood related. 


What did you do after you land in Seattle? 
We came to Talbert by a ship. 


Was he farming there? 

Yes, he was. Even though I was born in a farming family I did not 
like farming and I never helped. I came to America because some 
people told me that I did not have to farm in America. When I came 
here I fand out that my husband was farming hundreds of acres of land 


by contract, but I did not have to go out and work. 


Did your husband own land then? 


: No, he didn't. He was renting the land. 


Did you work after you came here? 


No, nothing particular. 
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What did you do? Did you cook? 
Yes, I did. . 


Just for your husband? 


: In those days we were farming with partners. There were no tractors 


in those days, so we raised hugndreds of acres of sugar beets using 
about 8 horses. We hired many people qo do the thinning and weeding 
for so much an acre, so there was nothing for me to do even if TI went 
out. | 


Té was a large scale farming, wasn't it? 


: Yes, it was. I came to America as a non-immigrant. It took 3 weeks 


to get here by ship. My husband was a big farmer, and he was 


serving the Japanese Association as an officer. 


Then your life was not hard, wasn't it? 
Yes, but the standard of living was so low compared to present days 


that I am surprised how we managed to live. 


What-did_you do? 

Nowadays we have electricity and running water, but in those days 

we had to pumpwater from the well to a big wash tub, put it on a 

pit, burn some wood emacs it and boiled water to wash diapers and 
other things in Se ere We had to go about 2 miles — a buggy 

to pick up mail. We cooked rice with kerosene stove, and sometimes 
we found the rice half cooked as keronene ran out. At night we read 
newspaper by the: light of lamps. Every night we filled Japanese style 
bath tub with water and prepared bath. That was enough work to keep 


me busy all day. 


Q: Did your husband grow only sugar beets? 

A: Yes, he grew only sugar beets. Later, he erew chili-pepper. Since 
then I started working. We dried chili pepper in the dry house. 
We produced about 2 tons of chili pepper. By that.time we were 


using tractors. 


Q: Around what time did you use to get up in those days? 


A: I think I sot up around 5 or 6 o'clock in the morning. 


Q: Did you prepare breakfast then? 

A: Yes, I did. When we had about & horses my husband got up early in 
the morning and put harness on the horses, and I cooked while he was 
doing that. Then :.he would eat breakfast, and after feeding the horses 


he took them out in the field to work. 


What kind of work did you do when you were growing chili pepper? 


ae 


A: I picked chili pepper. 


Q: About what time did you gofto bed aera 

A: We didn't. have any special time. After we came home from work 
I siokod nate my husband read the newspaper. After ee as 
read the paper anata a bath. By that time my husband was in 


bed. Then it was time for me to read the paper and magazines. 


Q: About what time aidyou zo to bed? 


A: I think it was around 9 or 10 O'clock. 
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How was your family during the Depression? 
I think we were growing strawberry then. We tried to grow all 


kinds of things. 


Was it hard then? 


: We did not lack food, but the price of produce at the market was 


very cheap. If we hired people to pick strawberry we were in red. 


Did Japanese around here suffer during the Depression? 

Did any people abandon their land? | 

There wasn't anybody wha owned land around here in those days. 
Since then people started buying land, but when my husband camm 
here Japanese could not even lease land much less buy it. My 
husband told me that people threw rocks at him. At one time when 
my husband injured his leg, my 4th son came to see him. At that 
time ny daughter came, .tdo, and heard his story. My son told my 
daughter that she should write his biography. He experienced much 
hardship. 

What kind of thing did he tell you? 


: My husband, too, was from a small village. In those days young 


people longed to come to America. His older brother came to 
America, but as he was the heir, his parents did not let him come 
to America. When he was 20 years old, he applied for a job ina 
coal mine in Mexico, Mr. Akiyama came to America around the same 
time, so I asked my husband if he had the same kind of experience. 
My husband told me that as Mr. Akiyama came as a siident, he did 


not experience hardship. 
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In those days jameee. wala not come to America, but as my 
husband wanted to Sone te. Maries so badly that he applied as a 
coal miner in Mexico with a contract for a year or two. He was 
not proude of what he did so he did not tell me nor children, but 
he broke the contract and deserted. ‘He got yellow ceunoace and 
was supposed to be sent back to Japan. By some mistake he landed 
at San Francisco and sae supposed to go to Mexico from there by 
train. While he was on the train he jumped off the train with 
another man. It was night when they jumped, but when he became 
conscaous the sun was shining, so he must have been unconscious 
for a day. When he looked, his necktie was hard with dried blood. 
He knew Los Angeles was to the West, so he walked frantically ~. 
facing the sun. He was caught and was put in jail for deserting. 
The other man looked for him but could not find him so he thought 
my husband was dead. He stole my husband's wallet, and was in the 
jail. Then they went to the company they had contract with. As my 
husbamd had yellow jaundice he was the first one to take a bath in 
a big bathtub and did not have to work. He was lucky he had the 
jaundice. After taking a bath in the moring he learned Spanish 
from a Mexican guard. He did not work in the mine noe for a day. 
Then they escaped from the mine again. They were eeiewed with 
cacti needles and were roped by cowboys. When they was a light 
and went there, they found out they came back to where they started 
from. They were caught and were put in jail again. They deserted 
for the third time. A man told them to ride in his car, and when 
they aia, they were taken to the Immigration Office, where they | 
paid $2.50 for a piece of paper which was the proof of entry, and 


with it he could go back to Japan. 


Mr. Nagaishi came the same way, but as he came a month later 
he didinot receive the paper. He wanted to go back to Japan, but 
he couldn't because he was afraid he could not come back. When I 


heard the story I felt as if I saw a movie. 


Q: What did he do after he entered America? 
A: I heard that a piece of paper he received paying $2.50 was the 
proof of entry into America. As the railroad waa recruiting workers, 


many people were sent there. 


Q: Which railroad was that? 


A: I think it was in Oregon. 


Q: Did he go there? 

A: Everybody went there. As Japanese did not work hard , they were 
discharged, and came to California counting on their fiends’ help. 
My husband came to California, too, but as he had a piece of paper 
he was not a smuggler. 

While he was in Mexico, some good peple cooked pumpkin and 

served it to him with goat's milk, and would not accept money when 
he offered to ee But some people were chased with sticks. It 


was like a story in a movie. 


Q: Did he- tell you about his experience in Oregon? 
A: He told me that Japanese workers were very lazy when the bogss Was 


not around, so they were discharged. 
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Did he come to Orange County after that? 
Yes, it has been 60 years since he came to Orange County. The 
district where he owned land was going to be developed into a 


residential district so he had to move. Out daughter told him to | 


move close to where she lived, and out son told him to buy a house 


close to his home, but he said he did not want to move, and stayed 


here all the time without moving anywhere. 


Did he marry you: in the meantime? 


: Yes, with our parents help we were married. 


His life was like a story in a movie, wasn't it? 


; T-ecannot tell the story well, and my husband, also, could not tell 


it well. We used to laugh and say that if it was written well it 
would make a very interesting story. I do not know anything about 
literature, and my husband was a quiet man who could not fabricate 


a story I liked to listen to his story as it was like seeing a movie. 


Did you say vou hea a hard time during the Depression because of 
the cheap price of produce? 

Yes, he grew fine celery but the price was very cheap. Nevertheless, 
he was not angry saying he could not help iftthe price was cheap 
because of the Depression as iene ee he guéw fine celery. On the 
other hand the price was good when he grew poor quality celery. 


At that time he was sorry he did not grow better celery. 


Q: 
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Did things go smoothly after that? 
Yes, it did. We did not make much profit, but we could make the 


ends meet. 


: Did you make enough to lend some to others? 


Yes, we did. In those days we heard that some people had water 
turned off or electricity turned off, but we lived in a very 


inconvenient place where there was no electricity. 


: Q: Do you remember the time when the atmosphere between Japan 


and America became bad before the War broke out? 


: My husband used topay that he heard on the radio that a war might 


break out. When the war broke out, our sons were drafted, and we 


were drivin into a camp. We had a hard time then. 


How many children did you have then? 


; We had 4 sons and a daughter. When the daughter was about 8 years 


old, another son was born.) 


How old was your oldest son when the war broke out? 


: I think he wag around 21 years old. Two other: sons were in the 


service. 


Were they already in the service? 


: They went into service from here, and after we moved to Poston * 


2 more suns were drafted from there. 
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How did you feel when Pearl Harbor was attacked? 


I wondered what was going to happen? 


: Were you surprised? 


Yes, I was. As the war was between Japan and America, and our 
sons were in the American Army, we were in a painful position no 
matter which side lose the war. We were worried what would become 


of us. 


: What did your husband say? 


He used to argue with our sons. When he blamed America, our sons 


blamed Japan. 


What were you doing when the war broke cut? 


: IT had just come back from Japan and was taking care of young celery 


plants when an American tokd me that a war had broken out. A white 
horse driver said something bad about the portrait of an Emperor 


hanging in our house. There were all kinds of other trouble. 


: What kind of trouble were there? 


: We were driven into a camp, and our sons were dragted. We were put 


in camp in July. | 


Q: When was your husband taken away? 


: Not long after the war boke out. When I came back from shopping 


Mr. Koda-came to our house and told my husband to watch out as 
the F.B.I. might come and get him. My husband packed had suitcase 


and was waiting when they came and took him away. He was taken away 
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with Mr. Abiko who was the president of the Buddhist Association 
and a teacher at the Japanese Lenguage school. After that we were 
put into a camp. My 2 older sons were drafter, and my husband was 
taken away, so I was left with my daughter who was in her last year 


in- high school, and a small son. I had a hard time then. 


What did you do about the ranch? 
We had paid the rent, but some people came to collect the rent. 


I did npt know wwhat to dow. ‘\., and I did not speak English.. 


Q: What did you do when they came. to collect the rent? 


Be 


I did not pay, as we had already paid before. Some people tried to 


take advantage of us. 


What did you do with your household goods? 


: IT put them in one room. 


Did you own the house’? 
Yes, we did. We had bought 10 acres of land for $350. We could not 
leave the ranch alone, so we hired a man to take care of it, and 


rent the house and locked our belongings in it. 


Did you get everything back? 


Some of them were stolen. 


: Were they stolen even you locked the room? 


Yes, they were stolen even the room was locked. 
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Did the people who lived in your house steal them? 


: I don't know if they did or not. Since then, the mother of my 


daughter's. classmate watched our stuff for us. She was very kind 


to us when we came back. 


:; Did you rent your house to someone? 


Yes, we did. 


: What did. you do: with the ranch? 


‘ * Ww €. & 
: We were growling asparagus, so,had some people take care of it. 


That was the only time we had a hard time. 


: Which camp did you go to? Did you go to Poston? 


: Yes, we did. 


: Did you go there around July? 


tT think so. it was: hot ther. 


Did you take only the things you eoula carry? 

We were..allowed to-carry up’to’a certain weight, so we were worried 
we would go over the limit if we carried a pair of shoes. Now Ii 
think we did not have to be so honest. We just er change 


of clothes. 


: How did you go to the ca™p? Did you go to Poston by bus? 


by 
: Yes, we did. We went in Several bus loads. 


: How did you feel when you left here? 


: My heart was filled with deep emotion. 


Did.you think you would come back? 


: I could not. figure out what would become of us. I thought if 


Japan lose the war we might have to stay there for the rest of 


our lives. I had the advantage of my sons being in the service, 


but I remember people speaking ill of me because I had my sons 

in the service. I should have been in "No Group", but my children 
said they would not obey me in loyalty and marriage, so I had to 

— alo2g worth, | ; ‘ 

go , soné” -- . Then some people spoke ill of me for putting 

my sons in the service. My children said they were born in America 


and this is their country, so they would not obey me. 


How did you feel when you entered Poston? 


: It was very-hot, and I wondered if I could live in such a place for 


many years. 


How was your house?. 


: Tt was covered with weeds.when we went home. 


How was the barracks at Poston? 

They were all the same. They showed movees in the camp to comfort 
us. Comimg home from the movie at night we could not find our 
house because houses were all alhikes. Mr. Tani thought he same 
home and went to bed. When he saw the bedding he found out that 
it was not his, so he ran out of the house. 1] put green curtains 


in our house so that we can find our house. | 


: Did you have enough room? 


We went to eat in the mess hall so we did not need a kitchen. 
All we had was a big bedroom, so we put curtains in between to 


make partitions. 


How was the food over there? 


: They: gave us enough food. We had plenty of bread and other food. 


They had rice, but we could not eat Japanese food. 


: What kind of difficulties did you have in the camp? 


I did not have any special difficulties. 


Q: Did some people make sarcastic remarks at you? 


As our sons would not listen to us, we let them join the service. 


Some people sent their sons to Tule Lake instead of having them 


join the service. They were tried, but I think Americans were 


very lenient. Mr. Matsuda's son renounced his citizenship, but 
he could reinstate it. I don't think Japan would have been so 


lenient. 


Were you ever called a "dog" (spy)? 


: Yes, there were such people. 
: Did people ‘calivuhim by such name in his face? 


name. 1 heard that at one time he was kicked in his face with a 


wooden clog by a Japanese Judo teacher and was hospitalized. 


: There was a man who was loyal to America, so he was called by such 


: Yes, as my sons were in the service people said we were pro-Americans. 
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I remember there was a strike after that. I heard some poeple 


were called "Dogs" (spy) 


Q: What had become of your husband at that time? 


: My husband came back to Poston. I think they released him because 


his sons were in the service. He was the first one to come home. 


Cthers came back after him. 


Did your husband talk to you about his experience? 


: He did not say arthing special. I think they were not strict to 


hig) as he was not arrested. 


How long did you stay in the camp? 


: T was there for 3 years. We went to the mess hall when the beil 


rang. After we ate I washed dishes. .Everyone was given a job. 
Some washed dshes, some waited at the table and some cooked. 
There were some who did not want to work, but some peple grew 


vegetables and some raised poultry. 


: Was the life in camp fun? 
: Most everyone led carefree lives, but I was worried about my sons. 


Twe-of them were in the 442nd Regiment. One son was hit with a’ 


shrapnel on his leg and was wounded. His buddies told him to get 


off the hill, but he kept on climing towards the enemy fort. When 
my Sor 
an officer saw his wound, he was told to get off the hill. When he 
“His buddy, , 
came down he saw mounds of dead bodies. ,Munemori who went up the. 


hill was decorated for his distinguished service, and a ship was 
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named after him. My sons went through such flerce battles, but 
all 4 of them came home safely. One son was wounded and received 


a medal. 


Did you learn all kinds of things while you were in the camp? 


: IT went to learn English, but it was so hot that I could not con- 


oe 


certrate on it. There were all kinds of classes, but it was so 


hot that I suffed from heat. 


Was it cold in winter? 


: Yes, it was cold but not unbearable. 


Were there many snakes? 


; No, I never saw one. It was a very carefree place for some people. 


We were paid $16 for washing dishes or other work. People were 
happy they recieved salary for the first time since they came to 


America. 


; Were there any troubles in the block? Was there a problem about 


loyalty? 


: Just the problems concerning loyalty. There were some troublesome 


people concerning loyalty. 


Did anyone come to you and tell you that you are a disgrace? 
No, Isha:noxsuch exparience, Some people might have said bad 


thing behind my back. 


Co 
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You had 4 boys in the service? 

ie ods 3 Leu 

Two boys joined the service before we game to camp, and two joined 
| frends 

from the camp. Parents of my third and fourth sons ,who joined the 


service before we went to camp advised us by telling us to join the 
"No Group" as we do not have to send two other sons in the service. 


When I told that to my sons they said, "No, mother, since we were 


born here we should be loyal to America, You were born in Japan, 


so it cannot be helped if you were put in this kind of place. 
We should make way so that there would be no exclusion when we 
come back." My daughter said the same. All of my four sons said 


that and left, so we could not say anything. 


: Were your sons in the service when your husband came home? 


: Yes, they were, so I think the people in the Army helped the release 


of my husband. 


: Did your husband say anything about your sons joining the service 


from the camp? 

No, he didn't. Sometimes when I complained, my husband said,"We 

have not given 100% as we still have our daughter Kimiko and our 
young son Yukio at home. Some people who gave their only son have 
given 100%, but we haven't." He said we should be loyal to America. 


When the war broke out he had arguments with our sons, but later he 


changed his mind. He told me not to show tears when the boys go into 


service as they would remember that. At that time I didn't know what 
to do. I wondered what would happen if Japan lose the war, and what 
would happen to my sons if America lose’ the war, but everything 


turned out all rien t. 


Q: When did you come back from the camp? Was it after the war ended? 
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Before the war ended we could get out of the camp. Our daughter 


had just finished high school and was at a very important period. 


Her brothers who went into service from the camp had advised her 
to go out and study, so she went to Cleveland and attended a college 
there while working as a schoolgirl. I-think She stayed there for: .*:. 


about a year. Then we came back. 


Did you come back here leaving your daughter in Cleveland? 

Yes, we came back here leaving her there. We heard that there were . 
some bad people who threaten Japanese.or burn their houses, but the 
mother of my daughter's classmate stayed at our house at nighty so 


it was safe. 


Wasn't there anybody living in your house? 


: There wasn't anybody living in our house at that time. 


Had the people vacated your house? 

This lady had asked the tenants to vacate the house as we were 
coming back. When we came home we were at a loss as there was no 
water. We asked the office many times but nobody came out. At last 
our former neighbor who was the president of the anti-Japanese club 
which had the rule not to help Japanese, came out and fixed it for 
us. As he could not help us in public, he came out at night time 


and fixed the water pipe for us. 
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What kind of difficulties did you have after youpame back? 
We had only 10 acres of land, and my husband was still young, 


so he cleared the weeds and farmed there. 


Your sons cauld not help your husband as they were in the service, 
weren't they? 
No, they couldn't, but as it was a small ranch my husband could 


manage it by himself. 


Has yow husband been farming by himself since then? 


: Yes, he has. 


: Has your husband passed away? 


When did he die? 


He died 4 years ago. 


How old was he then? 


2 He died after his 85th birthday. 


Was he a Christian? 
was 


: He was a Christian and I. a Buddhist. He went to church as his 


sons attended Sunday School. 


Where was his funeral held at? 


: At a Christian church. 
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: When were you baptised? 


It was on Decemter 15th. 


Was thet the year your husband passed away? 


: It was a year before he passed away. He was a stubborn man and 


did not like hospitals:dectors or medicine. But since he was 
baptized he had a good doctor to take care of him until he died. 

The fast that he passed away in peace is the best comfort in my mind. 
If he was not baptized, I would still have regrets in my mind. But 
since he was baptized he became obedient, and died in peace, I 


am very happy. 


: Have you known this church from-way back? : 


: Yes, Ido. Hy husband attended the church often, but he was not 


baptized as he was stubborn. 


Do you remember the first pastor? 


: Yes, it was Rev. Oikawa. He was here when I came, and my husband 


introduced him to me. 


Q: Do you remember Rev. Nakamura? 
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Yes, he was a very gentle person who loved children. 


Did you stopped over at Hawaii before you came here? 


No, I came here straight. 
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Before you came here, what kind of a place America was? 


I didn't have any idea. 


What was your first impression of America when you landed at Seattle? 


; I though America was a beautiful place. When I was taken to the 


Immigration Office by a car, I wonedered if we could go anywhere 
in a car like that. Other than that I did not have any special 


first impression. 


Did you see the white people for the first time then? 


I saw them for the first time at the Immigration Office. 


How did you feel when you saw them? 


: I didn't feel anything, as I had seen them in movies in Japan. 


What about the black people? 


: I didn't see many black people in those days. 


How did you feel when you saw them for the first time? 


I did not feel anything special. 


first | 
When you ,came here did you have difficulties with English? 


: When I had to speak English I went inside the house, so I did not 


learn English. Those who had stores could speak English well. 
in 


for us. 
When our children grew older they spoke English ,so We did not have 


any use for English. 


Q: You depended on them, didn't you? 


Yes, that's right. My husband could speak English. I cannot 


forget learning English from my husband when I first came here. 


He taught me the Romaji.- 


I was very happy when I could read a letter from Fumiko. It started 
with "Obasan, Akemashite Omedeto Gozaimasu" so I kept on reading, 
and I could read the whole letter. I was young when my husband 
taught me Romaji, so I learned it well, but now that I am old I 


cannot learn anything. 


Q: Was she your relation? 


No, she isn't. She used to live next door to us. 


; Have youpver been homesick? 


No, I have never been homesick. 


Didn't you want to go back to Japan? 


: No, I didn't. 


Q: Was it better here after you got used to living here? 


: I was too busy bringing up children that I did not have time to 


think about such thing. 


You were too busy, weren't you? 


. IT did not go to bed until I bathed the children, put them in bed 


and see if they didn't have any fever. 
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Have you ever been given hard times because you were Japanese? 


No, I never had such experience. 


: What made you decide to be baptized? 


tS 7 te bet 


; When my husband became weak and could not get up, Mr. & Mrs. 


Akiyama visited him eran: Rev. Kikuchi, also, pEOUEKE him 
green soup as my husband was anemic. and received blood transfusion. 
One night Ae: Gpeaned that Christ greeted him with food. and singing 
hymn. He talked about the dream 2 or 3 times. I thought my husband 
had such a dream as Christians were very kind to him. Therefore, I 


asked him if he wanted to be baptized. He said he will gladly be 


baptized. He was such a stubborn man that he never said such a 


thing before. He said, " I will be baptized, but you probably 


would not be baptized. He knew that I had received a Buddhist 
name, and cannot become a Christian. I said, "It would not look 
good if you were baptized, and I was not, wouldn't it?" "That 

is true. You should have become a Christian sooner", he said. 
Therefore, I decided to be baptized with my husband. Tanaka must 
have thought that he was going to be baptized by Rev. Kikuchi, but 
at that time Rev. Kikuchi had retired, and Rev. Doi was the pastor 
so Rev. Kikuchi talked to Rev. Doi. On that day Rev. Doi was out 
on ore so we waited for him for a long time before he came 
and baptized us’. since then my husband eee very obedient, and 
had the doctor take care of him and passed away peacefully without 
any pain. As.i.sent-him off peacefully I have no regret. He said, 
"T lived with you for 55 long years, but I am glad we did not have 
any trouble. I have nothing 6 regret." t am glad I can go to 


church without any regret. My children are surprised that my husband 
was baprized. | 
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Did Mr. Tanaka serve as the president of the Japanese Association? 
Yes, he did. I think that is why I could come here as a non-immi- 
grant. He worked hard for the Japanese language school. Mr. Furuta 
worked hard to collect Gua tion for the church, and my husband worked 
hard to raise fund for the school. He used to say," The fact that my 
legs became bad was the punishment for collecting so much Aenationc 
He could not collect money from people write they were in the field, 
so he nea to £0 to people's house when they were home eating. I 
think he was arrested by the F.B.I. because he worked hard for the 


school. He worked for the school after he came back from the camp. 


Did he belong to other organizations, such as Farmer$‘ Association? 


: He was the bookkeeper of the Farmers’ Association. The president of 


the Association was arrested first. As my husband was the bookkeeper 


he distributed the reserve fund to:to all the members before he was 


taken away. 


Was there a segregated school around here? 


: No, there wasn't. 


Q: Didn't people around here go to assembly centers? 


We went straight to the camp. 


Were you afraid when you came back here? 


: Yes, because there were many rumors. 


What kind of rumors were there? 


A: Some people organized a group to keep Japanese out. They gave hard 
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tines: 4 Japanese who went back early so that others would be 

too scared to come back. However, there was no special incident. 
My husband told me that a Mexican hugged and welcomed him saying, 
"My son was killed in action in Japan, but it was not your fault 
nor mine. It was the fault of the military and the government." 


There were such sensible people. 


